REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the application is requested in view of the amendment to the 
claims and the remarks presented herein. 

The claims in the application are claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 11, all other claims 
having been cancelled. Claim 2 has been rewritten in independent form and is therefore 
allowable. Claim 11 is a combination of claims 1, 3 and 5 and claims 4 and 6 are 
dependent thereon. The cancellation obviates the Examiner's objection thereto. 

Claims 1, 3 to 7 and 10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being obvious 
over the Elendt et al patent which the Examiner states shows a hydraulic compensation 
element 6 having a coupling means 13 comprising a bushing 14 and bores 11, 12, a 
locking piston 16 and a flat surface stop 24, a guide sleeve 17 in bore 12 and second 
piston or locking cup 18 wherein space on one end of piston 16 is small and the space 
near cup 18 is large. The Examiner states that the reference fails to disclose the 
composition during coupling but deems it obvious to arrange the coupling means to occur 
the base circle cam piston depending upon various factors. 

Applicants respectfully traverse this ground of rejection since the Elendt et al 
patent in no way relates to applicants' invention which is directed to two coupling means 
(14, 15) disposed adjacent to one another, which in the coupled state extend overtwo 
partition gaps (5). As is exceedingly clearly evident in Figure 1, in the depicted 
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decoupled state, the coupling means (14) (left side with short idle travel according to the 
invention) is directly in contact on the partition gap (5). On the right side (long idle 
travel), the (right) front side of the further coupling means (15) must traverse a markedly 
further path until the coupling. Applicants'invention is tailored precisely to this 
constructional implementation. 

Elendt only discloses a single coupling means, which in the coupled state, 
overlaps a partition gap (bore in the rocker arm). The cap (18) according to Elendt only 
serves as an auxiliary slide valve. In the coupled state, it absolutely does not overlap a 
further annular gap. In any event. Starting from the Elendt document, 
Applicants'invention is not obvious. The "spaces" at the ends of the "coupling means" 
(13), cannot, as asserted by the Examiner on page 2, bottom (Fig. 1), be interpreted in any 
way as coupling paths of different lengths, since only one part (piston (16) couples. In 
Fig. 3 of Elendt, wherein two coupling means are evident, as implemented in our 
invention. However, it is clearly evident that both coupling means must definitely 
traverse an identical coupling path up to the clearly drawn annular gap. 
Applicants'simplification of the invention of the coupling structure, with only one side 
implemented to fine tolerance, which in this case definitely couples first (left side with 
short idle travel - see introduction to the specification) and the implementation of the 
other side to rough tolerance (right side with large idle travel), apart from considerable 
savings in the fabrication, leads to the avoidance of faulty operations, as sufficiently 
explained in the application. Apart from considerable wear and tear and noise emission, 
such faulty operations can also lead to the destruction of structural parts. This would be 
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especially tragic precisely in high-performance engines, such as the boxer engines of 
Porsche, in which the subject matter of Applicants 'invention is used. 

In conclusion, an engine builder cannot find in Elendt any suggestions at all for 
taking measures for different settings of idle travels on two coupling means in the case of 
two partition gaps in switchable cam followers. Therefore, withdrawal of this ground of 
rejection is requested. 

In view of the amendments to the claims and the above remarks, it is believed that 
the claims clearly point out Applicants'patentable contribution. Therefore, favorable 
reconsideration of the application is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Hedman and Costigan 




Charles A. Muserlian #19,683 
Attorney for Applicants 
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